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“The ache for home lives in all of us,  
the safe place where we can go as we are  

and not be questioned.” 
                     —Maya Angelou 

WELCOME  HOME ! 

Welcome to your church’s annual report.  To my mind, 2024 was a 

fine year in the life of First Presbyterian.  We conƟnued to gain 

new members, we operated within our budget, the choir loŌ was 

remodeled and relaƟvely few of us suffered damage from Hurri-

cane Helene.  As a maƩer of fact, Miss Helene afforded us the op-

portunity to distribute aid from Presbyterians all over the country 

to folks here in western Carolina. 

In this year’s booklet you will read reports from our teams, com-

miƩees and groups – all demonstraƟng that First Pres is much 

more than a good service on Sunday mornings.  It’s people coming 

together to do God’s work.  Learning, assisƟng and inspiring others 

to follow Christ. 

Here’s to knowing that, with God’s help, 2025 will bring us the 

energy and inspiraƟon to meet the challenges that may face us 

individually and as a congregaƟon.   

                                                                                            

Shalom,    

                             Ron Tingle, Clerk of Session 

CLERK’S WELCOME 
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Office Hours 

8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday 

Telephone:   828-456-3243 

Sunday Classes  9:15         Worship  10:45 

Email:   office@fpcwaynesville.org 

Website:  www.fpcwaynesville.org 

facebook.com/fpcwaynesvillenc.org 
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PASTOR’S LETTER 

Dear Church Family, 

In a world full of growing anxiety and change, 

we long for something solid to stand on. That’s 

one reason we are drawn to worship,  

where our faith is grounded in God who never 

changes.  Perhaps that’s also why folks appre-

ciate our tradiƟonal worship with beloved 

hymns and ancient creeds, sung and recited by 

Christ followers for generaƟons.  

 

 

What a blessing when visitors say this feels like “home” and how warm 

and welcoming we are!  In 2024, we welcomed 13 new members, all fab-

ulous addiƟons to this church. Even more exciƟng is to see spiritual 

growth as together we travel this journey of faith.  

  

Deep appreciaƟon goes to our wonderful staff: KrisƟ Siplon, Office Man-

ager, Diane Combs and Allison Thorp, Co-Music Directors, Tony Caldwell, 

Sexton, and Morgan McNeil, A.V. Tech.   2024 was Nancy Thompson’s last 

year as Church Treasurer, but she serves as consultant to Jenny Price our 

new Church Accountant. Melonie Gross conƟnues as Assistant Treasurer. 

And we are blessed with outstanding childcare workers. Thank you all!  

 

What a shock when Hurricane Helene landed here in September. Without 

power and cellphone connecƟons, we had a difficult Ɵme checking in with 

one another, and quite a few of us suffered damage to homes and proper-

ty. However, as you will see in our Team Reports, we had a full and pro-

ducƟve year with folks engaged in ministry of the church as well as in-

creased support to the community. SomeƟmes we need the rug pulled 

out from under us to see the grace of God! 

   

Thank you, each dear member and friend, for your ongoing love for God 

and our neighbors.  Thank you for your generous giving, as in the past nine 

years, giving in 2024 exceeded our budget!   Let’s pray 2025 will be 

FPCW’s best year yet as we celebrate the legacy of 150 years of God’s 

faithfulness!                                                Blessings & love,                                                                                        

Holly       
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OUR MISSION 

Love God and Love Our Neighbors. 

OUR VISION 

We envision GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

  of the One, True God, knowing how much we need to 

keep God first in our lives. In worship we find forgiveness, hear 

the Good News proclaimed, know the comfort of prayer and the 

joy of song, empowered to love God and love our neighbors. 

  

 We envision GROWING SPIRITUALLY 

 as we discover what it means to be a disciple of Christ, 

discovering a deeper love and devotion for our Lord through 

faithful prayer, studying Scripture, participating in learning 

groups, and personal spiritual disciplines. Spiritual learning equips 

us to love God and love our neighbors.  

  

 We envision CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER 

  with the eyes of Jesus.  Through God’s grace we will learn 

to love each person in a deeper and broader way, remembering 

we are brothers and sisters in Christ with a common calling to 

love God and love our neighbors.  

  

We envision SERVING BY SHARING 

  our hands, hearts, and resources so that Christ is known 

throughout Haywood County and beyond – that lives are re-

deemed and restored and needs are met. Working together as 

the body of Christ, we answer the call of Jesus to go and serve, to 

love God and love our neighbors. 

                                                            

We envision WELCOMING ALL PEOPLE 

 whom the Spirit sends our way that they too might find 

“home”  in this vibrant, diverse community of faith – the old and 

the young, the poor and the rich, the seekers and the believers – 

a place to love God and love our neighbors.  

 47 

“Giving is not just about making a donation. 
It’s about making a difference.” 

- Kathy Calvin 
President & CEO of the United Nations Foundation 
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THE SESSION 

2024 

Our Elders serve as the governing board of the church, elected by 

the congregation.  First Presbyterian typically has eight Elders, 

each serving a three-year term.  The minutes of each Session 

meeting  are printed in our monthly church newsletter.   Addi-

tionally, the work of the Elders is reported in this Annual Report.  

A Congregational Meeting is held annually for the purpose of pre-

senting the coming year’s budget, to approve the nominating 

team’s candidates for new Elders, and to approve the Pastor’s 

terms of call.   

In 2024 we welcomed Wes Lee as head of WORSHIP;  

Mike McKinney—FINANCE; Laura Janson—DISCIPLESHIP;  

and Melonie Gross—MISSIONS. 

Going forward into 2025 we are  

delighted to welcome Eddie Hendrickson   -  Building & Grounds; 

Merry Matlock  - Deacons; and Pat Briggs -  Missions. 

 

We bow with much graƟtude to Beth Johnson—outgoing Missions, 

Melonie Gross—outgoing Personnel,  

Stan Briggs—outgoing Deacons,  

and Rick Croskery—outgoing Building & Grounds.  

  

Our Church Elders for 2024 

Clerk of Session   RON TINGLE      828-400-6900 

Building & Grounds   RICK CROSKERY (2024)              252-413-8737 

Discipleship  LAURA JANSON (2026)   828-712-7938 

Elder for Deacons STAN BRIGGS (2024)                  941-544-8100 

Finance  MIKE McKINNEY (2025)             828-734-7192 

Missions  MELONIE GROSS (2026)      773-405-5889 

Personnel  RON TINGLE(2026)      828-400-6900 

Worship  WES LEE (2025)                           828-400-0037 
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THE CHURCH STAFF 

We are very blessed with the staff we have.   We thank them for 

their commitment to making our church experience very, very 

special….a key support to our tag line of “Welcome Home.”  And 

this starts with Pastor Holly.  The 

Lord is certainly looking after First 

Presbyterian Church Waynesville.   

We are grateful.   

Rev. Holly K. Davis—Pastor 

  

Music Department Co-Directors: 

Allison Thorp  and Diane Combs 

  

Church Sexton—Tony Caldwell 

Office Manager—Kristi Siplon 

Audio/Visual Tech-Morgan McNeil 

  

Tony Caldwell 

Kristi Siplon 

Diane Combs 

Allison Thorp 

Morgan McNeil 
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 We owe a SPECIAL THANK YOU to Nancy Thompson, our treasurer, 

for many years in that very necessary job. Nancy provided her Ɵme  
        with free graƟs and made our records very readable, very factual, 

Ɵmely, and did it all with a kind smile. She told us during the 2024 

budget Ɵme that this would be her last year, and finally toward the 

end we idenƟfied a person to do the accounƟng, (an introducƟon 

later). Nancy will conƟnue to be part of our team.  

 Our new accountant is Jenny Price. She has done a wonderful job 

geƫng started and has great qualificaƟons as she works as an ac-

countant in Waynesville. We look forward to working with Jenny. 

 Melonie Gross will conƟnue her work as assistant treasurer. Roger 

Gilbertson has taken on responsibility helping Melonie, Jenny and 

the Finance team.  

 Nancy served as treasurer for our church, and with this change our 

Finance Chair, Mike McKinney, will hold the corporate Ɵtle of Treas-

urer, as required by corporate law. 

 

Goals and ObjecƟves of the Finance Team for 2025: 

 Monitor income and spending to ensure finances are in line with 

expectaƟons and budget. Make sure our congregaƟon is aware of 

the state of our finances, and they we apprise them regularly. 

 ConƟnue to advise our congregaƟon about our progress toward 

paying our loan off which was used for the elevator, parking lot, 

Upper Room, etc. 

 Plan and roll out Stewardship Program for 2026. 

 Collect, organize and distribute “Time and Talent” informaƟon to 

Session Members. 

 Prepare 2026 budget, submit to Session members prior to the end 

of the year for their approval prior to our congregaƟon meeƟng. 

(By the Ɵme you have read this report, our congregaƟon will have 

approved our pastor’s call and heard about our new budget for 

2025. Thanks again to our congregaƟon for allowing your Finance 

Team to present this report, for the great, prayerful quesƟons, and 

for the consensus we felt.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year-end 2024 Financial Report, 
along with the Budget for 2025,  
can be found in the final pages  

of this annual report.  
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Our Endowment Program is a way for members and friends to make 

special giŌs that are  invested for the long term, or possibly for one of 

the programs the Endowment Fund administers, or in some cases it 

may be money temporarily invested and to be used as requested or per 

Session direcƟon. The hope would be that as funds grow the invest-

ment income could be used for the benefit of the church’s finances. 

The giŌs may come to the church in any form as described in church 

policy, and could be real estate, stock, bonds, or other objects of value. 

The Endowment Program began in 2018, the balance as of December 31, 

2024 was $161,267.15, and we anƟcipate this will grow in 2025 as di-

rected by estates and special giŌs. During 2024 our goals were to max-

imize our earnings safely, to conƟnue the recruitment of money to the 

fund, and to conƟnue our College EducaƟon Awards.   

Our Endowment Team is made up of the members of the Finance Team. 

 ENDOWMENT PROGRAM 

- MIKE MCKINNEY -

Thank you so much to our finance team made up of Nancy Thompson, 

Melonie Gross, Lee Hays, Rich Downs and Roger Gilbertson. A special 

thank you should be given to our previous member and chair, Hughes 

Roberts. Hughes will be missed and certainly always maintained the 

church’s best interest and the Lord’s will at heart. Hughes has moved to 

Asheville, but we can expect 

to see and hear from Hughes 

over Ɵme. 

Nancy Thompson 
Treasurer 

Melonie Gross 
Asst. Treasurer 

Hughes Roberts 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

The purpose of the church’s newsletter is to 

keep members, friends and visitors connected 

and informed on the activities and events that 

make FPC Waynesville an involving place.   

We are so grateful to Kathi Armstrong who 

made the newsletter happen until May of 

2024, when other opportunities required that 

she step away.    Thanks, as well, to all of you 

for sending in articles, photos and tidbits to 

share.  

If you would consider undertaking this project on a quarterly 

basis, please contact the church office—828-456-3243.   

We’d love to have you with us! 

THE WEBSITE 
FPCWAYNESVILLE.ORG 

The current church website has been up and running since 2017 — and 

tended to by KrisƟ Siplon, FPCW’s Office Manager.   In 2022 it under-

went a site-wide update and refresh, giving it a more contemporary 

look and beƩer search posiƟoning on the internet. You will find the full 

Member Directory, updated frequently, posƟngs of live worship ser-

vices, the calendar of monthly acƟviƟes,  and reports on many of the 

doings and events around the church. 

 Don’t be a stranger!  Stay connected! 
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WORSHIP TEAM 
- WES LEE -

The Worship Team works closely with Pastor Hol-

ly and the co-directors of music to ensure all 

elements essenƟal to worship are faithfully car-

ried out.   

 Team members are responsible such details 

 Providing flowers, paraments, banners, and 

 Preparing communion elements the first Sunday of the 

 DecoraƟng and preparing the sanctuary for Sunday and special 

 RecruiƟng volunteers to serve as ushers, greeters, and commun-

ion 
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The Helene hurricane disaster in Western North Carolina was terrible, and 

yet it did allow us to see God at work here in Waynesville, North Carolina. 

Many, many members of our congregation and others outside of our area 

helped love others physically, and spiritually through this disaster. First 

Presbyterian of Waynesville was a focal point of a lot of the community 

assistance through this disaster.  

And then the Apple fesƟval was back on in late October. With the 

help of the Air Force Junior ROTC at Tuscola High School we parked 

hundreds of cars and raised over $1500 for local ministries.  

  Well done, men!  

CRAFTERS 
- JANET TINGLE -

TradiƟonally, the CraŌ Fairs are held on the 2nd and 3rd week-

ends on October.   With Hurricane Helene playing such  a dev-

astaƟng role in the Fall of 2024, we were only able to stage one 

of our CraŌ Fairs.  We have a great team that works hard to be 

creaƟve and innovaƟve all year long.  Monies raised go to sup-

port local chariƟes and the craŌ fairs are always an aƩracƟon 

for Waynesville folks—both visitors and residents. 

 Our 2024 profits were distributed as follows: 

 $   350.00 donated towards FPC’s EPP loan; 

$1,500.00 sent to Black Mountain Children’s Home for 

      rebuilding aŌer Helene; 

$1,500.00 sent to Mountain Projects, Inc. Emergency 

      Assistance Fund for rebuilding aŌer Helene; and 

$1,500.00 sent to Haywood ChrisƟan Ministries for their 

 heat program. 



 40 

The men of the church, from First Presbyterian,

Waynesville, conƟnue to grow in their faith as they 

put into pracƟce our church mission statement, to 

“love God and love our neighbors.”  

It may seem to some it is all about eaƟng 

a hearty breakfast once a month on a Wednesday 

morning, but it goes much deeper than that, but 

oh, those breakfasts! Jeff Gower is renowned for 

his blueberry pancakes. They contain so many 

blueberries, some refer to it as “pancake blueberries!” SomeƟmes we 

are blessed with giant biscuits and sausage gravy. We always have 

scrambled eggs, bacon, and hash browns or grits. Anybody is welcome. 

And yes ladies, while this is the men’s breakfast, it really means the 

men run the breakfast, but anybody is invited.   And the men do the 

dishes too! 

One change this year has been to integrate periodically the 

men’s breakfasts with some presentaƟons by the Earth Care team. This 

broadens the parƟcipaƟon to more men and women. This will conƟnue 

in 2025.  

A big project this year for many of the men of FPCW, was the 

deconstrucƟon and building of a new choir loŌ in our sanctuary. Perhaps 

you have noƟced the choir now faces the congregaƟon, and the choir 

has been liberated by the removal of the wall. The design and excellent 

carpentry work was principally that of Rick Croskery, he was assisted by 

Wes Lee, Morgan McNeill, Eddie Hendrickson, and myself. [See Pgs. 12 

and 15 for photos.] 

And then at the other end of the sanctuary, has anybody noƟced 

the last two pews are now shorter, allowing for wheelchair access (out 

of the center isle) and generally easier access?  Morgan McNeil 

(assisted by a few others) swopped out the long pews with short pews. 

It was not an easy task.  Thanks, Morgan. 

Usually the men’s big fundraising effort is parking cars for the 

two October fesƟvals. But this year‘s first fesƟval was canceled due to 

hurricane Helene and the destrucƟon it brought to our area.  

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
- VAN DAVIS -
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The bapƟsm of Ethan James Coughlin, son of Sean Coughlin 

and Allison Thorp, was a truly memorable day.  Allison’s father, the 

Rev. A. Lindsay Thorp, Jr. had the honor of performing the ritual.  

Following the ceremony, Pastor Holly walked through the sanctuary 

with baby Ethan in her arms, much to the delight of the congrega-

Ɵon.   

2025 marks a milestone in our church history with much to 

celebrate.  We are thankful for 150 years of God’s faithfulness and 

what great things that are to come.  

Summers  are beauƟful  here 

in Haywood County and especially in Waynesville.  FPCW enjoyed 

“Church In The Park”, including guests, a picnic and live music.  

Folks brought side dishes and desserts and the church provided 

chicken, soŌ drinks and water boƩle refills.  Everyone wore their 

picnic clothes, and  

Cider Ridge Bluegrass provided 

wonderful live music.   

 13 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

MçÝ®� M®Ä®ÝãÙù 

CÊ-D®Ù��ãÊÙÝ: 

D®�Ä� CÊÃ�Ý, IÄÝãÙçÃ�Äã�½ 

A½½®ÝÊÄ T«ÊÙÖ, C«ÊÙ�½ 
DIANE ALLISON 

The music program of First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville 

made joyful sounds unto the Lord in 2024! 

The music program of First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville made 

joyful sounds unto the Lord in 2024! 

The Sanctuary Choir met faithfully throughout the year, singing at Sun-

day morning services as well as evening services during Lent and Advent. We 

were blessed with a variety of accompaniments including piano, organ, flute, 

oboe, trumpet, violin, percussion, and classical guitar. We were also joined in 

worship by the Songspinners Women’s Ensemble and Cider Ridge Bluegrass.

One of the most exciƟng developments for the music program this year was 

the redesign and construcƟon of the choir loŌ 

in the sanctuary! Although discussions of such 

a reconstrucƟon had been ongoing for over a 

decade, this year that dream became reality. 

Designed by Rick Croskery and constructed 

with love by Rick Croskery, Wes Lee, Van Davis, 

Eddie Hendrickson, and Morgan McNeil, the 

loŌ now features four rows at a 45-degree an-

gle to the  

congregaƟon.  

 39 

FUN & GAMES 



 38 

MOUNTAIN MUNCHERS 

Originally named “Boomers”  (a nod to the age of its mem-

bers!) when this group formed a number of years ago, it fell 

into oblivion during the two-year stretch of COVID.  Happily, it 

came to life again in May 2022, renamed itself “Mountain 

Munchers,” and has been enjoying dinner and fellowship 

around town ever since.  

The group—generally around 25 folks — gets together on the 

second Thursday of each month at 6:00.  The choice of a local 

restaurant varies from month to month.   It is a wonderful way 

to get to know your church friends and/or pew mates a little 

better in an informal evening of dinner and laughter.   

Watch for reminders on the website and in the church calendar 

publications.   JOIN US! 

“You learn a lot about someone  

when you share a meal together.” 
- Anthony Bourdain 
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The Chimes

Choir conƟn-

ued to enjoy 

the third oc-

tave pur-

chased last 

year by play-

ing full musi-

cal arrange-

ments com-

posed for three octaves. The Chimes Choir played during summer worship 

services as well as during Lent and Advent. Their warm tones added beauƟful 

harmonies to our worship! 

The finishes and fine details are 

beauƟful, and the loŌ appears in 

the sanctuary as though it was 

always meant to be that way. We 

have already noƟced considerable 

growth in our sound, and the con-

gregaƟon is delighted to see our 

faces! We also give thanks for our 

sexton, Tony Caldwell, who worked 

extra hard to clean the sanctuary 

throughout the building process.  

Joel                  Ann                Nancy        Linda        Sylvia 

Andrea      Laurie       Jeff            Allison 
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Over the 

summer, 

the Sanctu-

ary Choir, 

Women’s 

Ensemble, 

Men’s En-

semble, 

Chimes 

Choir, and 

Cider Ridge 

Bluegrass joined together for our annu-

al celebratory concert.  

This year, the theme was, “TransformaƟon,” and featured texts by Charles 

Wesley and Francis of Assissi as well as composiƟons by Dan Forrest, Mark 

Hayes, Lloyd Larson, and Mary McDonald among others.  

The choir also celebrated  

the 50th wedding anniversary 

of Joel and Pam Lillethun, treasured members. 

Diane Combs and Sarah Cifani 

presented monthly mini concerts through July, 

and planning has begun for the church’s 

150
th

 anniversary, including an organ/ piano 

recital to be shared on May 18, 2025. 

We give thanks for our musical family  

and all of God’s blessings in our music pro-

gram! 

We are so blessed to have such a faithful 

music department.   

Throughout all of life’s twists and turns,  

we conƟnually liŌed up one another in God’s care. 

“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord.” 
—Psalm 95:1 
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Imagine the warmth and healing powers of a quilt handmade by 

your church friends which has been blessed and prayed over dur-

ing a church service by more of your church friends. What a 

blessing.  

The LAYETTE MINISTRY team of 2024 provided twelve layeƩe sets 

for newborn babies in need, through Haywood County Department 

of Health for 6 boys and 6 girls.  The Department was very appre-

ciaƟve of the LayeƩe Ministry team in 2024. Each layeƩe set con-

tains a hand kniƩed sweater with kniƩed cap, four onesies, two 

addiƟonal caps, a pair of socks, pair of miƩens, a pajama set with 

feet, a bib, a teething toy, another soŌ toy, wet ones, washcloth, 

raƩle and twenty-four diapers and a blanket. The aƩempt is to 

provide the new mother with all the necessary items for care as 

she and her newborn transiƟon out of the hospital.  

The 2024 team consisted of Sylvia Lonnee and Melonie Gross.  

If you would like to parƟcipate in any of these three areas, either 

by personal involvement or by financial support, please contact 

incoming Moderator, Merry Matlock,  or one of the above team 

members.  

Jean Henson 

Glenda Kilgore 
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DEACONS 

QUILT & LAYETTE MINISTRIES 
- STAN BRIGGS -

The Deacons serve the church with a ministry of care 

and concern. We meet monthly to discuss the needs 

and concerns of church members who have been pre-

assigned to an ordained Deacon who is part of our team. Deacons are 

increasingly more important as members age and tend to be more iso-

lated. We aƩempt to keep in contact with our list of members by 

email, phone, cards and personal conversaƟons at church or church 

funcƟons. 

Many thanks to 2024  team members Sylvia Lonnee,  

Merry Matlock,  Kate Bailey, Sherry Blount,  

and Ann Kline  -  with Stan Briggs, moderator.   

In addiƟon to  individual congregant support, the Deacons are  respon-

sible for the Prayer Quilt Ministry and the LayeƩe Ministry. 

The PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY team in 2023 was Sylvia Lonnee, 

Coordinator, Janet Tingle, Debbie MacIntosh, Sarah Cifani, Gail 

Schaberg, Sylvia Crump, and Clare Bass. The Quilters use their 

creaƟve talents to complete prayer quilts for church members 

that provided healing and comfort. Each quilt is lovingly prayed 

over before being presented to the recipient. 

Quilters—leŌ to right:  Debbie, Sylvia, Gail, Sarah, Clare, Janet 
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THE LIBRARY 

In 2024, the library's content was catalogued into the online database 

Library Thing. The database can be accessed using the church's web-

site without worrying about a username or password. It can also be 

accessed from any browser at www.librarything.com/catalog/

FPCSeekers. There is a "search your library" portal that can be used to 

find items by Title, Author or Tag (topics). There is a hard copy of the 

database in the library itself. Books can be checked out anyƟme the 

building is open. Check out and returns should be noted in the log 

book and returned books placed in the basket in the corner of 

the room for proper reshelving. 

In May, the Discipleship Team hosted a Library "Grand Reopening" fol-

lowing the Sunday service. In preparaƟon, a new sign in the style of the 

current wayfinding signs was posted in the hallway outside the door 

making it easier to spot the library's locaƟon. The decoraƟvely carved 

sign previously on the door dedicaƟng the library to Ruby Daniel was 

moved into the library proper and displayed on the wall with a photo 

of her. 

The Discipleship Team acquired several books for the library through 

donaƟons. These donaƟons are being collected in a box to be sorted 

through by the Team on a designated workday. It was also decided to 

place one copy of Sunday School books in the library. Other books pur-

chased for the library by the Discipleship Team: 

The Pilgrim's Progress: A Readable Modern-Day Version of 

John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress  

RenovaƟon of the Heart by Dallas Willard  

The Interior Castle by Teresa of Avila  

The Life of Antony by Athanasius  

A Testament of DevoƟon by Thomas Kelly  

Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Plans have been made to relabel the 

shelves in an easier to read way. At that 

Ɵme, all books will be checked for proper 

labeling and inclusion in the databases! 
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DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
- Laura Janson -

Discipleship:  The journey of growing in our faith. 

A huge THANK YOU goes out to team members Riley Covin,  

Andrea Croskery, Van Davis, Cherole Volin, Billye Simmers and 

Judi Crane, chair of the Earth Care Team, which was moved from 

the umbrella of Building and Ground to the Discipleship Team.  

The team worked to enhance and support the faith of individuals 

in the congregaƟon at FPCW. 
The team sought to fulfill this mission with Sunday morning 

discipleship classes, speakers, summer movies with spiritual intent, 

ongoing updates and improved access to the church’s library. 

The discipleship classes offered varied opportuniƟes for study 

and growth of the parƟcipants' faith journey.   The Seekers class stud-

ied Words of Life by Adam Hamilton, Making All Things New by Henri 

Nouwen, CelebraƟon of Discipline by Richard Foster and the book of 

Romans.  The Isaacs class concluded their study of the book of John in 

addiƟon to Proverbs and James. They also studied Mere ChrisƟani-

ty by C.S. Lewis.   

 The two classes decided to rejoin for the last quarter of the year.  We 

studied Caring For Words in a Culture of Lies, then  two curricu-

la  from  Thoughƞul  ChrisƟan, Reformed Spirituality  

by Stephen Shusset before starƟng an Advent study,  

Finding Your Place in the Manger by Krin  Van Tatenhove. 

We had three special speakers this year.  

Two were from local agencies to increase our knowledge 

of the acƟviƟes and availability of services in our community. 

 Patsy Davis, Director of Mountain Projects  

DeLisa Ensley, PaƟent Liaison at  

Haywood County Hospice and PalliaƟve Care.  

Our third presenter was Agness Nyanda, Principle Hospital Adminis-

trator at the Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi which our congrega-

Ɵon  supports. She just “happened” to be in our area which was such 
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Another fun event was the annual picnic held on 

August 11 at Allen’s Creek Park.  Over 70 people 

aƩended the church service and picnic and en-

joyed entertain-

ment by the Cider 

Ridge Band. The 

church furnished 

chicken and bever-

ages while the congregaƟon supplied 

side dishes and desserts. We were once 

again blessed with perfect weather for a 

fun Ɵme outdoors! 

The Fellowship Team is also in charge of planning and puƫng on re-

cepƟons and celebraƟons.  Memorial recepƟons were held for Made-

leine Dammann on May 17, Pat Parker on June 1, Andy DeGrove on 

June 29, and Doris Inbody on July 3. A thank you recepƟon was held 

on December 15 for Nancy Thompson, who is stepping down as 

Treasurer at the end of 2024, aŌer many years of dedicated service. 

We also said a special farewell to 

Hughes and Margaret Roberts  

in September.   

I want to extend a special and hearƞelt “Thank You” to all the mem-

bers of this team.  Even though we were without a Team Elder for 

more than half a year, we never missed a beat and we sƟll had fun.   

Serving on this team requires a huge commitment of Ɵme and ener-

gy, and these teammates contribute both with a wonderful,  

caring aƫtude to this church and the people in it, 

 plus have fun working together.   

We’re always looking for more members! 
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The purpose of the Fellowship 

Team is to present opportuniƟes 

for every visitor, guest and 

member of 

FPC Waynesville to gather to enjoy 

food, fellowship and fun 

in an informal seƫng. 

2024 was a tough year for the team, with the unexpected passing of 

our leader, Pat Parker. We miss her so much! 

We are a very hard-working team that meets monthly to pre-

pare for weekly Sunday fellowship, quarterly covered dish luncheons, 

the church picnic, funeral/memorial recepƟons and special celebra-

Ɵons.  Members also organize the kitchen, storage closet and pantry, 

check on supplies and create the yellow visitor bags.  

 Team members are Judi Crane, Carolyn DeGrove, Ann Kline, 

Mike Lyons, Merry Matlock, Morgan McNeil, Sally Moore, MarƟ 

Peithman, Janet Tingle, Sally Turner, Cheryl Volin, and me, Melonie 

Gross. Since I was already a serving Elder of the Mission Team, I acted 

as liaison to keep Session informed of our acƟviƟes. 

An ongoing funcƟon of the team is our fellowship Ɵme follow-

ing worship.  Members of the congregaƟon sign up to provide refresh-

ments which are greatly appreciated.  One member of the team is 

always present to help with set up, clean-up and any needed assis-

tance.  Sign up sheets are on the bulleƟn board outside the kitchen if 

you’re interested in providing refreshments! 

Covered dish luncheons are always highly 

anƟcipated events. This year they took place 

on March 17, June 9 and November 10.   

The Fellowship Team works hard to make 

these events run smoothly - from deco-

raƟng the Fellowship Hall, to seƫng up the 

buffet line in the kitchen, to clean-up.   

Thank you to everyone who provided a dish 

to share for these luncheons. 

FELLOWSHIP 
MELONIE GROSS & PAT PARKER 
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“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 

– Benjamin Franklin 

a blessing to hear first hand of the vital services this Hospital pro-

vides. 

The format for our summer movies changed this year to include a 

light lunch and starƟng aŌer the fellowship Ɵme which increased 

the number of people parƟcipaƟng. 

The three movies included The Shack, War Room, 

and Chronicles of Narnia. 

LUNCH & BIBLE BUNCH 

- Pastor Holly -
The “Bible Bunch” had another great year gathering each Monday 

morning at Noon in the Parlor. Here is an opportunity to explore the 

Scripture passage from Sunday’s sermon and to forge deeper relaƟon-

ships with some really fun friends! Bring your lunch, a Bible, and check 

it out!  
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EARTH CARE TEAM 

- JUDI CRANE -

 What a successful year  

The Earth Care Team has had.   

The team is chaired by Judi Crane and its mem-

bers in 2024 were:  Judy Covin, Mary Hays, Lynn 

Heinrichs, Clair Quenzler (summers),  

Billye Simmers (Jan-Apr) and Nancy Thompson. 

The purpose of the Earth Care Team is to lead 

and encourage the congregation to be better 

stewards of God’s second greatest gift to us, the earth, starting with our 

own home, church and community.  The team has done this by holding 

events on various topics that are relevant to each of us and presenting 

ideas that each person can do.   

Starting in February Earth Care moved from Buildings and 

Grounds to Discipleship.  Also, in February Earth Care acquired glass 

communion cups and the Worship Committee agreed to switch the 

plastic communion cups which are thrown away, to the glass ones that 

are washed and reused each month. 

Our first event was a series of videos entitled “Christianity and 

Climate Change”, written and narrated by Katherine Hayhoe, a devout 

Christian and atmospheric scientist.  The viewing and discussion on the 

videos took place In February, March and April.  We watched 2 videos 

each session and discussed how they related to us personally and to 

the church.  An example of the topics were:  What the Bible says about 

the Natural World, What can we do as a church, and There can be a 

better future. 

In April, in recognition 

of Earth Day, we once again 

put out the display of “Bad, 

Better, Best”.  The theme was 

to show the congregation 

how to move away from plas-

tic and Styrofoam containers 

for everyday items and in-

stead go for products that   
 29 

As only four cars were averaging driving through each month, in 

September we made the decision to stop the drive through aspect  

and changed the drop off date to the second Tuesday of the month. 

Thanks to all who donate to this worthwhile organizaƟon  

and Mission project.   

You really  are making a difference! 

"Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. 
Then your light will  

shine out from the darkness". 
- Isaiah 58:10-14
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When you calculate the number of times we, the congrega-

tion meet for after-church refreshments, have covered dish lunch-

eons or a picnic, hold special events involving food, partake in com-

munion and recycle everything appropriate, 

 it turns out First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville kept around 

10,000 pieces of garbage out of the landfill.  

 Way to go First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville!   

Pat yourselves on the back…. you did good!!!! 

Throughout 2024, the Earth Care Team staged a “Help The 

Earth” series of events on a variety of topics, including recycling, 

composƟng, plasƟcs and the environment, and climate change.  

The events were will aƩended, and we all came away a liƩle 

wiser, a liƩle more caring.   Plans for 2025 include a focus on 

sustainable gardening and landscap-

ing, engaging the FPCW kitchen in 

composƟng and other “Help The 

Earth” acƟviƟes.   

 27 

HURRICANE HELENE 

RELIEF EFFORTS 

- - 
Our  Mission Team and the Deacons have helped Haywood County  

recover from the devastaƟon of the floods from Hurricane Helene. 

Since October, the Mission Team has received and donated over 

$26,500.  The money was sent to organizaƟons in Haywood County to 

help people rebuild their lives.  Mountain Projects’ Emergency Assis-

tance Fund, Haywood ChrisƟan Ministries’ ARISE Recovery Fund, Hay-

wood United Way Flood Recovery were given money both right aŌer 

the floods and later when the true extent of the needs were known. 

Black Mountain Children’s Home, which we have supported since it 

opened, was given a donaƟon specially for flood recovery. 

Physical items came from many places and people.  Food, clothes, and 

boƩled water came from South Carolina, Virginia, Missouri, Iowa, Flor-

ida and Asheville, and Whiteville, NC.  Because of relaƟonships with 

members of our congregaƟon, people felt comfortable giving items to 

our church.  The Mission Team gave the donated food to Haywood 

ChrisƟan Ministries.  Water was given back to areas of Asheville which 

did not have pure water in October. Winter clothing went to Pathways, 

Bethel House, and the B.E.A.R (babies equipment and resources) Closet 

of a local United Methodist Church.  The NaƟonal Honor Society group 

from a high school in Alexandria, Virginia sent 5 boxes filled with indi-

vidual bags of personal hygiene supplies which were given last week to 

Pathways, HCM and REACH. 

The Deacons were the recipient of generous donaƟons from individuals 

in Florida and Iowa which totaled $7,000.  A woman in Canton who had 

her private bridge washed out is being helped with funds. She is a 

member of the Canton Presbyterian Church which asked our church 

for extra help.  As other people in need are found, the Deacons will be 

able to help them. 

The Mission Team and the Deacons thank  

all who have helped Haywood County recover. 
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EARTH CARE TEAM 

- JUDI CRANE -

 What a successful year  

The Earth Care Team has had.   

The team is chaired by Judi Crane and its mem-

bers in 2024 were:  Judy Covin, Mary Hays, Lynn 

Heinrichs, Clair Quenzler (summers),  

Billye Simmers (Jan-Apr) and Nancy Thompson. 

The purpose of the Earth Care Team is to lead 

and encourage the congregation to be better 

stewards of God’s second greatest gift to us, the earth, starting with our 

own home, church and community.  The team has done this by holding 

events on various topics that are relevant to each of us and presenting 

ideas that each person can do.   

Starting in February Earth Care moved from Buildings and 

Grounds to Discipleship.  Also, in February Earth Care acquired glass 

communion cups and the Worship Committee agreed to switch the 

plastic communion cups which are thrown away, to the glass ones that 

are washed and reused each month. 

Our first event was a series of videos entitled “Christianity and 

Climate Change”, written and narrated by Katherine Hayhoe, a devout 

Christian and atmospheric scientist.  The viewing and discussion on the 

videos took place In February, March and April.  We watched 2 videos 

each session and discussed how they related to us personally and to 

the church.  An example of the topics were:  What the Bible says about 

the Natural World, What can we do as a church, and There can be a 

better future. 

In April, in recognition 

of Earth Day, we once again 

put out the display of “Bad, 

Better, Best”.  The theme was 

to show the congregation 

how to move away from plas-

tic and Styrofoam containers 

for everyday items and in-

stead go for products that   
 29 

As only four cars were averaging driving through each month, in 

September we made the decision to stop the drive through aspect  

and changed the drop off date to the second Tuesday of the month. 

Thanks to all who donate to this worthwhile organizaƟon  

and Mission project.   

You really  are making a difference! 

"Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. 
Then your light will  

shine out from the darkness". 
- Isaiah 58:10-14
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The purpose of the Fellowship 

Team is to present opportuniƟes 

for every visitor, guest and 

member of 

FPC Waynesville to gather to enjoy 

food, fellowship and fun 

in an informal seƫng. 

2024 was a tough year for the team, with the unexpected passing of 

our leader, Pat Parker. We miss her so much! 

We are a very hard-working team that meets monthly to pre-

pare for weekly Sunday fellowship, quarterly covered dish luncheons, 

the church picnic, funeral/memorial recepƟons and special celebra-

Ɵons.  Members also organize the kitchen, storage closet and pantry, 

check on supplies and create the yellow visitor bags.  

 Team members are Judi Crane, Carolyn DeGrove, Ann Kline, 

Mike Lyons, Merry Matlock, Morgan McNeil, Sally Moore, MarƟ 

Peithman, Janet Tingle, Sally Turner, Cheryl Volin, and me, Melonie 

Gross. Since I was already a serving Elder of the Mission Team, I acted 

as liaison to keep Session informed of our acƟviƟes. 

An ongoing funcƟon of the team is our fellowship Ɵme follow-

ing worship.  Members of the congregaƟon sign up to provide refresh-

ments which are greatly appreciated.  One member of the team is 

always present to help with set up, clean-up and any needed assis-

tance.  Sign up sheets are on the bulleƟn board outside the kitchen if 

you’re interested in providing refreshments! 

Covered dish luncheons are always highly 

anƟcipated events. This year they took place 

on March 17, June 9 and November 10.   

The Fellowship Team works hard to make 

these events run smoothly - from deco-

raƟng the Fellowship Hall, to seƫng up the 

buffet line in the kitchen, to clean-up.   

Thank you to everyone who provided a dish 

to share for these luncheons. 

FELLOWSHIP 
MELONIE GROSS & PAT PARKER 
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“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 

– Benjamin Franklin 

a blessing to hear first hand of the vital services this Hospital pro-

vides. 

The format for our summer movies changed this year to include a 

light lunch and starƟng aŌer the fellowship Ɵme which increased 

the number of people parƟcipaƟng. 

The three movies included The Shack, War Room, 

and Chronicles of Narnia. 

LUNCH & BIBLE BUNCH 

- Pastor Holly -
The “Bible Bunch” had another great year gathering each Monday 

morning at Noon in the Parlor. Here is an opportunity to explore the 

Scripture passage from Sunday’s sermon and to forge deeper relaƟon-

ships with some really fun friends! Bring your lunch, a Bible, and check 

it out!  
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DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
- Laura Janson -

Discipleship:  The journey of growing in our faith. 

A huge THANK YOU goes out to team members Riley Covin,  

Andrea Croskery, Van Davis, Cherole Volin, Billye Simmers and 

Judi Crane, chair of the Earth Care Team, which was moved from 

the umbrella of Building and Ground to the Discipleship Team.  

The team worked to enhance and support the faith of individuals 

in the congregaƟon at FPCW. 
The team sought to fulfill this mission with Sunday morning 

discipleship classes, speakers, summer movies with spiritual intent, 

ongoing updates and improved access to the church’s library. 

The discipleship classes offered varied opportuniƟes for study 

and growth of the parƟcipants' faith journey.   The Seekers class stud-

ied Words of Life by Adam Hamilton, Making All Things New by Henri 

Nouwen, CelebraƟon of Discipline by Richard Foster and the book of 

Romans.  The Isaacs class concluded their study of the book of John in 

addiƟon to Proverbs and James. They also studied Mere ChrisƟani-

ty by C.S. Lewis.   

 The two classes decided to rejoin for the last quarter of the year.  We 

studied Caring For Words in a Culture of Lies, then  two curricu-

la  from  Thoughƞul  ChrisƟan, Reformed Spirituality  

by Stephen Shusset before starƟng an Advent study,  

Finding Your Place in the Manger by Krin  Van Tatenhove. 

We had three special speakers this year.  

Two were from local agencies to increase our knowledge 

of the acƟviƟes and availability of services in our community. 

 Patsy Davis, Director of Mountain Projects  

DeLisa Ensley, PaƟent Liaison at  

Haywood County Hospice and PalliaƟve Care.  

Our third presenter was Agness Nyanda, Principle Hospital Adminis-

trator at the Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi which our congrega-

Ɵon  supports. She just “happened” to be in our area which was such 
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Another fun event was the annual picnic held on 

August 11 at Allen’s Creek Park.  Over 70 people 

aƩended the church service and picnic and en-

joyed entertain-

ment by the Cider 

Ridge Band. The 

church furnished 

chicken and bever-

ages while the congregaƟon supplied 

side dishes and desserts. We were once 

again blessed with perfect weather for a 

fun Ɵme outdoors! 

The Fellowship Team is also in charge of planning and puƫng on re-

cepƟons and celebraƟons.  Memorial recepƟons were held for Made-

leine Dammann on May 17, Pat Parker on June 1, Andy DeGrove on 

June 29, and Doris Inbody on July 3. A thank you recepƟon was held 

on December 15 for Nancy Thompson, who is stepping down as 

Treasurer at the end of 2024, aŌer many years of dedicated service. 

We also said a special farewell to 

Hughes and Margaret Roberts  

in September.   

I want to extend a special and hearƞelt “Thank You” to all the mem-

bers of this team.  Even though we were without a Team Elder for 

more than half a year, we never missed a beat and we sƟll had fun.   

Serving on this team requires a huge commitment of Ɵme and ener-

gy, and these teammates contribute both with a wonderful,  

caring aƫtude to this church and the people in it, 

 plus have fun working together.   

We’re always looking for more members! 



 36 

DEACONS 

QUILT & LAYETTE MINISTRIES 
- STAN BRIGGS -

The Deacons serve the church with a ministry of care 

and concern. We meet monthly to discuss the needs 

and concerns of church members who have been pre-

assigned to an ordained Deacon who is part of our team. Deacons are 

increasingly more important as members age and tend to be more iso-

lated. We aƩempt to keep in contact with our list of members by 

email, phone, cards and personal conversaƟons at church or church 

funcƟons. 

Many thanks to 2024  team members Sylvia Lonnee,  

Merry Matlock,  Kate Bailey, Sherry Blount,  

and Ann Kline  -  with Stan Briggs, moderator.   

In addiƟon to  individual congregant support, the Deacons are  respon-

sible for the Prayer Quilt Ministry and the LayeƩe Ministry. 

The PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY team in 2023 was Sylvia Lonnee, 

Coordinator, Janet Tingle, Debbie MacIntosh, Sarah Cifani, Gail 

Schaberg, Sylvia Crump, and Clare Bass. The Quilters use their 

creaƟve talents to complete prayer quilts for church members 

that provided healing and comfort. Each quilt is lovingly prayed 

over before being presented to the recipient. 

Quilters—leŌ to right:  Debbie, Sylvia, Gail, Sarah, Clare, Janet 
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THE LIBRARY 

In 2024, the library's content was catalogued into the online database 

Library Thing. The database can be accessed using the church's web-

site without worrying about a username or password. It can also be 

accessed from any browser at www.librarything.com/catalog/

FPCSeekers. There is a "search your library" portal that can be used to 

find items by Title, Author or Tag (topics). There is a hard copy of the 

database in the library itself. Books can be checked out anyƟme the 

building is open. Check out and returns should be noted in the log 

book and returned books placed in the basket in the corner of 

the room for proper reshelving. 

In May, the Discipleship Team hosted a Library "Grand Reopening" fol-

lowing the Sunday service. In preparaƟon, a new sign in the style of the 

current wayfinding signs was posted in the hallway outside the door 

making it easier to spot the library's locaƟon. The decoraƟvely carved 

sign previously on the door dedicaƟng the library to Ruby Daniel was 

moved into the library proper and displayed on the wall with a photo 

of her. 

The Discipleship Team acquired several books for the library through 

donaƟons. These donaƟons are being collected in a box to be sorted 

through by the Team on a designated workday. It was also decided to 

place one copy of Sunday School books in the library. Other books pur-

chased for the library by the Discipleship Team: 

The Pilgrim's Progress: A Readable Modern-Day Version of 

John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress  

RenovaƟon of the Heart by Dallas Willard  

The Interior Castle by Teresa of Avila  

The Life of Antony by Athanasius  

A Testament of DevoƟon by Thomas Kelly  

Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Plans have been made to relabel the 

shelves in an easier to read way. At that 

Ɵme, all books will be checked for proper 

labeling and inclusion in the databases! 
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Over the 

summer, 

the Sanctu-

ary Choir, 

Women’s 

Ensemble, 

Men’s En-

semble, 

Chimes 

Choir, and 

Cider Ridge 

Bluegrass joined together for our annu-

al celebratory concert.  

This year, the theme was, “TransformaƟon,” and featured texts by Charles 

Wesley and Francis of Assissi as well as composiƟons by Dan Forrest, Mark 

Hayes, Lloyd Larson, and Mary McDonald among others.  

The choir also celebrated  

the 50th wedding anniversary 

of Joel and Pam Lillethun, treasured members. 

Diane Combs and Sarah Cifani 

presented monthly mini concerts through July, 

and planning has begun for the church’s 

150
th

 anniversary, including an organ/ piano 

recital to be shared on May 18, 2025. 

We give thanks for our musical family  

and all of God’s blessings in our music pro-

gram! 

We are so blessed to have such a faithful 

music department.   

Throughout all of life’s twists and turns,  

we conƟnually liŌed up one another in God’s care. 

“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord.” 
—Psalm 95:1 
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Imagine the warmth and healing powers of a quilt handmade by 

your church friends which has been blessed and prayed over dur-

ing a church service by more of your church friends. What a 

blessing.  

The LAYETTE MINISTRY team of 2024 provided twelve layeƩe sets 

for newborn babies in need, through Haywood County Department 

of Health for 6 boys and 6 girls.  The Department was very appre-

ciaƟve of the LayeƩe Ministry team in 2024. Each layeƩe set con-

tains a hand kniƩed sweater with kniƩed cap, four onesies, two 

addiƟonal caps, a pair of socks, pair of miƩens, a pajama set with 

feet, a bib, a teething toy, another soŌ toy, wet ones, washcloth, 

raƩle and twenty-four diapers and a blanket. The aƩempt is to 

provide the new mother with all the necessary items for care as 

she and her newborn transiƟon out of the hospital.  

The 2024 team consisted of Sylvia Lonnee and Melonie Gross.  

If you would like to parƟcipate in any of these three areas, either 

by personal involvement or by financial support, please contact 

incoming Moderator, Merry Matlock,  or one of the above team 

members.  

Jean Henson 

Glenda Kilgore 
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MOUNTAIN MUNCHERS 

Originally named “Boomers”  (a nod to the age of its mem-

bers!) when this group formed a number of years ago, it fell 

into oblivion during the two-year stretch of COVID.  Happily, it 

came to life again in May 2022, renamed itself “Mountain 

Munchers,” and has been enjoying dinner and fellowship 

around town ever since.  

The group—generally around 25 folks — gets together on the 

second Thursday of each month at 6:00.  The choice of a local 

restaurant varies from month to month.   It is a wonderful way 

to get to know your church friends and/or pew mates a little 

better in an informal evening of dinner and laughter.   

Watch for reminders on the website and in the church calendar 

publications.   JOIN US! 

“You learn a lot about someone  

when you share a meal together.” 
- Anthony Bourdain 

 15 

The Chimes

Choir conƟn-

ued to enjoy 

the third oc-

tave pur-

chased last 

year by play-

ing full musi-

cal arrange-

ments com-

posed for three octaves. The Chimes Choir played during summer worship 

services as well as during Lent and Advent. Their warm tones added beauƟful 

harmonies to our worship! 

The finishes and fine details are 

beauƟful, and the loŌ appears in 

the sanctuary as though it was 

always meant to be that way. We 

have already noƟced considerable 

growth in our sound, and the con-

gregaƟon is delighted to see our 

faces! We also give thanks for our 

sexton, Tony Caldwell, who worked 

extra hard to clean the sanctuary 

throughout the building process.  

Joel                  Ann                Nancy        Linda        Sylvia 

Andrea      Laurie       Jeff            Allison 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

MçÝ®� M®Ä®ÝãÙù 

CÊ-D®Ù��ãÊÙÝ: 

D®�Ä� CÊÃ�Ý, IÄÝãÙçÃ�Äã�½ 

A½½®ÝÊÄ T«ÊÙÖ, C«ÊÙ�½ 
DIANE ALLISON 

The music program of First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville 

made joyful sounds unto the Lord in 2024! 

The music program of First Presbyterian Church of Waynesville made 

joyful sounds unto the Lord in 2024! 

The Sanctuary Choir met faithfully throughout the year, singing at Sun-

day morning services as well as evening services during Lent and Advent. We 

were blessed with a variety of accompaniments including piano, organ, flute, 

oboe, trumpet, violin, percussion, and classical guitar. We were also joined in 

worship by the Songspinners Women’s Ensemble and Cider Ridge Bluegrass.

One of the most exciƟng developments for the music program this year was 

the redesign and construcƟon of the choir loŌ 

in the sanctuary! Although discussions of such 

a reconstrucƟon had been ongoing for over a 

decade, this year that dream became reality. 

Designed by Rick Croskery and constructed 

with love by Rick Croskery, Wes Lee, Van Davis, 

Eddie Hendrickson, and Morgan McNeil, the 

loŌ now features four rows at a 45-degree an-

gle to the  

congregaƟon.  

 39 

FUN & GAMES 



 40 

The men of the church, from First Presbyterian,

Waynesville, conƟnue to grow in their faith as they 

put into pracƟce our church mission statement, to 

“love God and love our neighbors.”  

It may seem to some it is all about eaƟng 

a hearty breakfast once a month on a Wednesday 

morning, but it goes much deeper than that, but 

oh, those breakfasts! Jeff Gower is renowned for 

his blueberry pancakes. They contain so many 

blueberries, some refer to it as “pancake blueberries!” SomeƟmes we 

are blessed with giant biscuits and sausage gravy. We always have 

scrambled eggs, bacon, and hash browns or grits. Anybody is welcome. 

And yes ladies, while this is the men’s breakfast, it really means the 

men run the breakfast, but anybody is invited.   And the men do the 

dishes too! 

One change this year has been to integrate periodically the 

men’s breakfasts with some presentaƟons by the Earth Care team. This 

broadens the parƟcipaƟon to more men and women. This will conƟnue 

in 2025.  

A big project this year for many of the men of FPCW, was the 

deconstrucƟon and building of a new choir loŌ in our sanctuary. Perhaps 

you have noƟced the choir now faces the congregaƟon, and the choir 

has been liberated by the removal of the wall. The design and excellent 

carpentry work was principally that of Rick Croskery, he was assisted by 

Wes Lee, Morgan McNeill, Eddie Hendrickson, and myself. [See Pgs. 12 

and 15 for photos.] 

And then at the other end of the sanctuary, has anybody noƟced 

the last two pews are now shorter, allowing for wheelchair access (out 

of the center isle) and generally easier access?  Morgan McNeil 

(assisted by a few others) swopped out the long pews with short pews. 

It was not an easy task.  Thanks, Morgan. 

Usually the men’s big fundraising effort is parking cars for the 

two October fesƟvals. But this year‘s first fesƟval was canceled due to 

hurricane Helene and the destrucƟon it brought to our area.  

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
- VAN DAVIS -
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The bapƟsm of Ethan James Coughlin, son of Sean Coughlin 

and Allison Thorp, was a truly memorable day.  Allison’s father, the 

Rev. A. Lindsay Thorp, Jr. had the honor of performing the ritual.  

Following the ceremony, Pastor Holly walked through the sanctuary 

with baby Ethan in her arms, much to the delight of the congrega-

Ɵon.   

2025 marks a milestone in our church history with much to 

celebrate.  We are thankful for 150 years of God’s faithfulness and 

what great things that are to come.  

Summers  are beauƟful  here 

in Haywood County and especially in Waynesville.  FPCW enjoyed 

“Church In The Park”, including guests, a picnic and live music.  

Folks brought side dishes and desserts and the church provided 

chicken, soŌ drinks and water boƩle refills.  Everyone wore their 

picnic clothes, and  

Cider Ridge Bluegrass provided 

wonderful live music.   

 13 
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WORSHIP TEAM 
- WES LEE -

The Worship Team works closely with Pastor Hol-

ly and the co-directors of music to ensure all 

elements essenƟal to worship are faithfully car-

ried out.   

 Team members are responsible such details 

 Providing flowers, paraments, banners, and 

 Preparing communion elements the first Sunday of the 

 DecoraƟng and preparing the sanctuary for Sunday and special 

 RecruiƟng volunteers to serve as ushers, greeters, and commun-

ion 
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The Helene hurricane disaster in Western North Carolina was terrible, and 

yet it did allow us to see God at work here in Waynesville, North Carolina. 

Many, many members of our congregation and others outside of our area 

helped love others physically, and spiritually through this disaster. First 

Presbyterian of Waynesville was a focal point of a lot of the community 

assistance through this disaster.  

And then the Apple fesƟval was back on in late October. With the 

help of the Air Force Junior ROTC at Tuscola High School we parked 

hundreds of cars and raised over $1500 for local ministries.  

  Well done, men!  

CRAFTERS 
- JANET TINGLE -

TradiƟonally, the CraŌ Fairs are held on the 2nd and 3rd week-

ends on October.   With Hurricane Helene playing such  a dev-

astaƟng role in the Fall of 2024, we were only able to stage one 

of our CraŌ Fairs.  We have a great team that works hard to be 

creaƟve and innovaƟve all year long.  Monies raised go to sup-

port local chariƟes and the craŌ fairs are always an aƩracƟon 

for Waynesville folks—both visitors and residents. 

 Our 2024 profits were distributed as follows: 

 $   350.00 donated towards FPC’s EPP loan; 

$1,500.00 sent to Black Mountain Children’s Home for 

      rebuilding aŌer Helene; 

$1,500.00 sent to Mountain Projects, Inc. Emergency 

      Assistance Fund for rebuilding aŌer Helene; and 

$1,500.00 sent to Haywood ChrisƟan Ministries for their 

 heat program. 
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Our Endowment Program is a way for members and friends to make 

special giŌs that are  invested for the long term, or possibly for one of 

the programs the Endowment Fund administers, or in some cases it 

may be money temporarily invested and to be used as requested or per 

Session direcƟon. The hope would be that as funds grow the invest-

ment income could be used for the benefit of the church’s finances. 

The giŌs may come to the church in any form as described in church 

policy, and could be real estate, stock, bonds, or other objects of value. 

The Endowment Program began in 2018, the balance as of December 31, 

2024 was $161,267.15, and we anƟcipate this will grow in 2025 as di-

rected by estates and special giŌs. During 2024 our goals were to max-

imize our earnings safely, to conƟnue the recruitment of money to the 

fund, and to conƟnue our College EducaƟon Awards.   

Our Endowment Team is made up of the members of the Finance Team. 

 ENDOWMENT PROGRAM 

- MIKE MCKINNEY -

Thank you so much to our finance team made up of Nancy Thompson, 

Melonie Gross, Lee Hays, Rich Downs and Roger Gilbertson. A special 

thank you should be given to our previous member and chair, Hughes 

Roberts. Hughes will be missed and certainly always maintained the 

church’s best interest and the Lord’s will at heart. Hughes has moved to 

Asheville, but we can expect 

to see and hear from Hughes 

over Ɵme. 

Nancy Thompson 
Treasurer 

Melonie Gross 
Asst. Treasurer 

Hughes Roberts 
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THE NEWSLETTER 

The purpose of the church’s newsletter is to 

keep members, friends and visitors connected 

and informed on the activities and events that 

make FPC Waynesville an involving place.   

We are so grateful to Kathi Armstrong who 

made the newsletter happen until May of 

2024, when other opportunities required that 

she step away.    Thanks, as well, to all of you 

for sending in articles, photos and tidbits to 

share.  

If you would consider undertaking this project on a quarterly 

basis, please contact the church office—828-456-3243.   

We’d love to have you with us! 

THE WEBSITE 
FPCWAYNESVILLE.ORG 

The current church website has been up and running since 2017 — and 

tended to by KrisƟ Siplon, FPCW’s Office Manager.   In 2022 it under-

went a site-wide update and refresh, giving it a more contemporary 

look and beƩer search posiƟoning on the internet. You will find the full 

Member Directory, updated frequently, posƟngs of live worship ser-

vices, the calendar of monthly acƟviƟes,  and reports on many of the 

doings and events around the church. 

 Don’t be a stranger!  Stay connected! 
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THE CHURCH STAFF 

We are very blessed with the staff we have.   We thank them for 

their commitment to making our church experience very, very 

special….a key support to our tag line of “Welcome Home.”  And 

this starts with Pastor Holly.  The 

Lord is certainly looking after First 

Presbyterian Church Waynesville.   

We are grateful.   

Rev. Holly K. Davis—Pastor 

  

Music Department Co-Directors: 

Allison Thorp  and Diane Combs 

  

Church Sexton—Tony Caldwell 

Office Manager—Kristi Siplon 

Audio/Visual Tech-Morgan McNeil 

  

Tony Caldwell 

Kristi Siplon 

Diane Combs 

Allison Thorp 

Morgan McNeil 
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 We owe a SPECIAL THANK YOU to Nancy Thompson, our treasurer, 

for many years in that very necessary job. Nancy provided her Ɵme  
        with free graƟs and made our records very readable, very factual, 

Ɵmely, and did it all with a kind smile. She told us during the 2024 

budget Ɵme that this would be her last year, and finally toward the 

end we idenƟfied a person to do the accounƟng, (an introducƟon 

later). Nancy will conƟnue to be part of our team.  

 Our new accountant is Jenny Price. She has done a wonderful job 

geƫng started and has great qualificaƟons as she works as an ac-

countant in Waynesville. We look forward to working with Jenny. 

 Melonie Gross will conƟnue her work as assistant treasurer. Roger 

Gilbertson has taken on responsibility helping Melonie, Jenny and 

the Finance team.  

 Nancy served as treasurer for our church, and with this change our 

Finance Chair, Mike McKinney, will hold the corporate Ɵtle of Treas-

urer, as required by corporate law. 

 

Goals and ObjecƟves of the Finance Team for 2025: 

 Monitor income and spending to ensure finances are in line with 

expectaƟons and budget. Make sure our congregaƟon is aware of 

the state of our finances, and they we apprise them regularly. 

 ConƟnue to advise our congregaƟon about our progress toward 

paying our loan off which was used for the elevator, parking lot, 

Upper Room, etc. 

 Plan and roll out Stewardship Program for 2026. 

 Collect, organize and distribute “Time and Talent” informaƟon to 

Session Members. 

 Prepare 2026 budget, submit to Session members prior to the end 

of the year for their approval prior to our congregaƟon meeƟng. 

(By the Ɵme you have read this report, our congregaƟon will have 

approved our pastor’s call and heard about our new budget for 

2025. Thanks again to our congregaƟon for allowing your Finance 

Team to present this report, for the great, prayerful quesƟons, and 

for the consensus we felt.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year-end 2024 Financial Report, 
along with the Budget for 2025,  
can be found in the final pages  

of this annual report.  
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Office Hours 

8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday 

Telephone:   828-456-3243 

Sunday Classes  9:15         Worship  10:45 

Email:   office@fpcwaynesville.org 

Website:  www.fpcwaynesville.org 

facebook.com/fpcwaynesvillenc.org 
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PASTOR’S LETTER 

Dear Church Family, 

In a world full of growing anxiety and change, 

we long for something solid to stand on. That’s 

one reason we are drawn to worship,  

where our faith is grounded in God who never 

changes.  Perhaps that’s also why folks appre-

ciate our tradiƟonal worship with beloved 

hymns and ancient creeds, sung and recited by 

Christ followers for generaƟons.  

 

 

What a blessing when visitors say this feels like “home” and how warm 

and welcoming we are!  In 2024, we welcomed 13 new members, all fab-

ulous addiƟons to this church. Even more exciƟng is to see spiritual 

growth as together we travel this journey of faith.  

  

Deep appreciaƟon goes to our wonderful staff: KrisƟ Siplon, Office Man-

ager, Diane Combs and Allison Thorp, Co-Music Directors, Tony Caldwell, 

Sexton, and Morgan McNeil, A.V. Tech.   2024 was Nancy Thompson’s last 

year as Church Treasurer, but she serves as consultant to Jenny Price our 

new Church Accountant. Melonie Gross conƟnues as Assistant Treasurer. 

And we are blessed with outstanding childcare workers. Thank you all!  

 

What a shock when Hurricane Helene landed here in September. Without 

power and cellphone connecƟons, we had a difficult Ɵme checking in with 

one another, and quite a few of us suffered damage to homes and proper-

ty. However, as you will see in our Team Reports, we had a full and pro-

ducƟve year with folks engaged in ministry of the church as well as in-

creased support to the community. SomeƟmes we need the rug pulled 

out from under us to see the grace of God! 

   

Thank you, each dear member and friend, for your ongoing love for God 

and our neighbors.  Thank you for your generous giving, as in the past nine 

years, giving in 2024 exceeded our budget!   Let’s pray 2025 will be 

FPCW’s best year yet as we celebrate the legacy of 150 years of God’s 

faithfulness!                                                Blessings & love,                                                                                        

Holly       




