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Save the Dates!
November 1
All Saints Day
November 2
Election Day
From the Pastor’s Heart….
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. God’s love endures forever.” Psalm 136:1
One time I heard someone ask this question:
“What if you only had the things for which you were grateful?”
Now that’s a question worth pondering, right?
We’re regularly grateful for food to eat. But are we also thankful for the farmers who cultivate our food and industries that
deliver food for us to buy?
Are we thankful for our hands to prepare the food, mouths to
eat it, noses and taste buds to enjoy it, and our bodies to turn
the food into nourishment?
Are we thankful for the people God places in our lives? Relationships are always complicated but each person – family
member, friend, colleague, neighbor – has been placed in your
life as part of God’s sovereign plan.
When is the last time you thanked God for your heart? How
about your mind? Are you thankful for your soul? Do you thank
God for being God?
What if you didn’t have the Lord in your life?
Would it make a difference?
Thank God for all things and in all circumstances…because
gratitude is the key to joy. Even when we lose the things of
earth, God is good, and his love endures forever!
With love and gratitude for YOU,
Holly

November 6
Covered Dish
Luncheon
November 9
Drive Thru Food
10:00 AM-Noon
November 11
Veterans Day
November 24
Thanksgiving
November 27
First Sunday in
Advent
December 6
Women’s Lunch

After a forced hiatus, our covered dish lunches will
resume right after church on November 6th. Everyone
enjoys this time of fellowship so just bring a dish to
share and drop it off in the kitchen before the church
service.
See you there!
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Many Thanks for a Successful 14th Craft Sale
Beth Johnson
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The Craft & Bake Sale organized by the Craft Guild was a success because of the help of the whole congregation. Thanks are given to all
the bakers who created tasty treats for the community. The people
who shared there canning talents are appreciated. A big ‘thank you’
must go to Tyree Kiser who donated some of his honey. Thanks goes
to the wood workers and the weavers who donated the crafts they
created at home. The Craft Guild also thanks each one of the congregation who shopped and spent their money at the sales.
The Saturday sales, plus 2 Sundays, brought in over $6,000. The Craft
Guild will keep some money for supplies, publicity, and emergencies.
The remainder of the money will be spent to support local charities.
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With the cost of heat, be it electricity, oil, or natural gas, going up, the
Craft Guild donated money to both Mountain Projects and Haywood
Christian Ministry for their heating programs. To help the children of
the county, money was given to both Clothes to Kids and KARE. A donation was also given to the women’s shelter at Pathways. The local
United Way was given a donation to help with the continuing efforts
to repair the damage caused by last year’s Tropical Storm Fred’s flooding.
The Craft Guild will restart in early 2023. Watch for the exact date.
Thanks to the congregation for making the 2022 sales so successful.
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Healing Hearts-Charlotte Casey
On Wednesday, October 19, six ladies gathered in the Upper Room. In attendance was
Sherry Blount, Charlotte Casey, Sarah Cifani, Ann Kline, Sara McCoy, and Pat Parker. The
group discussed the future of our group and “Who we are.” We will continue to meet the
third Wednesday of each month with activities varying, depending on the needs of the
group. Some may be social, some may be spiritual, etc.
After some thoughtful reminders about dealing with others who are grieving, the group
then enjoyed a presentation by Jeanne Roberson, a female humorist. The group then enjoyed lunch together.
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Drive Thru Food
Mission Team-Melonie Gross
October’s food drive was another success – we guesstimate 16 folks
dropped off at church prior to the drive and 10 cars came by on the day.
We collected 50 cans of spaghetti sauce and 120 jars, for a total of 170!
The next drive through food collection for Haywood Christian Ministry will
take place on Wednesday, November 9th from 10:00 to noon. This month
they have requested canned orange or yellow vegetables. HCM is no
longer able to purchase canned corn from Manna Foods, and they have
not seen canned carrots in a LONG time.
Once again, thank you to all who donate – your generosity is so helpful to those less fortunate in
our community. HCM is so appreciative of our faithfulness in providing requested items, month
after month.

Budget Tracker-Nancy Thompson
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Session Notes October 10, 2022
Ron Tingle
Pastor Holly Davis called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor. Attending were Stan
Briggs, Charlotte Casey, Rick Croskery, Melonie Gross, Lynn Heinrichs, Beth Johnson, Pat Parker,
Hughes Roberts, Pastor Holly Davis, Treasurer Nancy Thompson and Clerk Ron Tingle.
For informational purposes and church records:
10-Cents-a-Meal Offering: $314 for the Nickel-a-Meal hunger program
$314 for Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi
Pastor Holly led the elders in a devotional reading and discussion of Psalm 150 and opened the
meeting with prayer. A quorum was declared, the agenda approved, and the Minutes from Session’s meeting on September 12th were approved.
Session had the pleasant task of meeting and then welcoming Gail and Roy Schaberg into membership. The elders all introduced themselves and learned about Roy and Gail. Also, John Harvey
would like to become an affiliate Member as he sees First Presbyterian as his home for the portions
of the year he is in the mountains and away from his home church in Tampa, FL. Beth Johnson’s
motion to welcome all three into membership was seconded and carried. They will be introduced
to the congregation on the next Sunday they are at worship.
Treasurer Nancy Thompson delivered a positive financial report for the month ending September
30th. She noted that at 75% into the year, our offering is ahead of expectations, at 82% of budget.
For the month, our expenditures were ahead of income, but Nancy noted that it was simply a
matter of timing, nothing to worry about. The final bill from Clark & Leatherwood is in and now we
will be dealing with known amounts instead of financial estimates as we pay down the mortgage
loan on the building addition. Session thanked Nancy for a comprehensive report and accepted it.
Session then discussed the feasibility reviving the “Cheer Breakfast” held for the community in December. Issues of Covid-19, leadership of the effort, availability and participation of volunteers
were all discussed at length. Session voted to postpone and revisit the issue for December, 2023.
For the Personnel Team, Melonie Gross announced that a team will be interviewing applicants for
the Music Director’s position in the coming week.
There being no further business before Session, Hughes Roberts led the elders in a closing prayer.
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Craft Show and Bake Sale
October 2022

Men at Work! Here are just a few of
the men who helped park cars and
raised $4,800 for local charities! Thank
you men of the church. We were
blessed with two beautiful Fall days
and lots of attendees.
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ee, Ian, Paula, Gwen & Will

What’s App-ening? The Presbyterian Hymnal
Lynn Heinrichs, Worship Team
Have you ever wanted a personal copy of our purple hymnal to explore and enjoy at home?
Consider downloading the Glory to God app, a mobile edition of the Presbyterian hymnal for
iOS or Android. In addition to providing words and music to the hymns you know and love, the
app also contains powerful search capabilities, sample piano recordings of hymns, and interesting information about hymns and their authors.
The free app includes the pew version of over 400 of the public domain hymns in Glory to God
including favorites such as “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” and “Take My Life and Let It Be.” The pew edition that includes copyrighted as well as
public domain hymns is available as an in-app purchase for $19.99.
Once the app is downloaded, finding a hymn is easy using
the search feature or the table of contents (organized by
hymn number). Once you select a hymn, it will appear in
the same format with words and music that you are accustomed to seeing in the hardcopy edition. A menu of options provides additional information and choices. For example, “Hymn Info” displays the composer, related scripture passages, related topics, and related products. A brief
audio clip allows you to listen to the music. Setlists can be
created to organize and play multiple hymns.
I have used the free apps for both the iOS edition on my
tablet and the Android edition on my phone for most of
2022. Even with the limitation of public domain hymns,
the app is an enjoyable and easy resource to explore. I
have not purchased the full pew version but have added it
to my Christmas wish list. Find the app in Google Play (for
Android) or the App Store (Apple) and give it a try!
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The Angel Tree
Beth Johnson
We have the opportunity to share the
spirit of Christmas by giving to those
who are less fortunate. The Angel Tree,
organized by the Salvation Army, will
be placed in our church on November
15, and will be available for gift-giving
until Dec. 15.
The Angel Tree will be decorated with
30 requests for presents: fifteen Angels
for children, and fifteen Angels for Seniors. You can find our Angel tree near
the door of the Sanctuary on Sundays
and near the office during the week.

The Angel Tree system works very simply. Come by church and choose an
Angel tag from the tree. Fill the sign-out sheet with your name, number of
the tag you selected, and your contact information. Then, you can purchase
gifts based on the requests listed on the Angel tag. Place your gifts in a sturdy bag, but do NOT wrap them. (You may donate wrapping materials if you
wish.) Include the Angel tag and number on each bag. Return the bag gifts
to the church no later than Dec. 15. The Salvation Army will pick up the gifts
and distribute them.
Thank you for your generosity in making this Christmas special for someone!
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And surprised she was!
On September 28th, the choir “family” banded
together to stage a surprise tribute celebration
and dinner for
Margaret Stockwell
and her 98th birthday.
A photo array presentation
narrated by
Stan Briggs—convincingly in the role of
Ralph Edwards —
created a real life episode of
“This Is Your Life.”
It was indeed an event to remember and a
special evening
honoring a special woman.

Interested in old books?
Discipleship Team has been working steadily of late to refresh and reorganize
the church library. An important discovery is a set of books titled “The Master
Library”, published in 1923. This set dives explores diverse and various aspects
of the Bible and is yours FREE to take home — for your own library.
Contact Charlotte Casey if you’re interested.
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THE MITTEN TREE
Sylvia Lonnee
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MEN’S BREAKFAST—Wednesday, November 9th at 8:30 AM.
You’ll find a hearty breakfast, good friends
and rousing inspiration.
Meet in the Fellowship Hall.
The coffee will be hot!

MOUNTAIN MUNCHERS—Monthly Dinner Out Together
Thursday, November 10th—5:30 KOBE EXPRESS in Waynesville
Suit up and show up. You’ll be so happy you did.
Seating is limited. Maximum of 25.
RSVP by texting “munchers” to 828-672-3445

The Discipleship Team-Charlotte Casey
The Discipleship Team met on Tuesday, October 11, at 2:00 in the upper Room with Van Davis,
Laura Janson, Billye Simmers and Charlotte Casey in attendance.
Laura opened the meeting with a devotional reading from an Oswald Chambers book, followed by
an opening prayer.
The Seekers Discipleship class is finishing their study of the Apostle’s Creed and will begin a fiveweek Advent study titled Holy Disruption, based on the book of Mark. This will begin the Sunday
after Thanksgiving.
The Isaac class is continuing their study of Paul’s lesser letters-Philemon, I and II Timothy, Titus,
and Hebrews, with rotating leaders each week. Their next study is still being decided by the class.

The library is continuing to be reorganized. It was decided to forgo the Dewey Decimal system and shelve the books alphabetically by author on various topics. Some of these topics are
Christian Journey, C.S. Lewis, Learning the Bible, Life Issues, People of Faith, People of the Bible,
The Grahams. It was decided to add the category “Pastor Picks.”
The formation of the Intercessory Prayer Group is still in limbo. Results of the Time and Talent
sheets will indicate if there is an interest so we can move forward.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 8, at 2:00 in the Upper Room. Van Davis closed the
meeting with prayer.
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